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SUBJECT: LONDON TIMES ARTICLE ON SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
FRAGA 

SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT OF LONDON 
TIMES IN JUNE 17 ARTICLE, SPANISH AMBASSADOR IN LONDON 
FRAGA EXPECTS TO RETURN TO MADRID IN LATE SUMMER. FRAGA, 
DESCRIBED AS STRONG CONTENDER FOR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP, 
INTENDS TO LEAVE LONDON BECAUSE OF "ACCELERATING SENSE 
OF CHANGE" IN SPAIN. END SUMMARY 

1. DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT OF LONDON TIMES (DAVID 
SPANIER) PUBLISHED ARTICLE JUNE 17, OBVIOUSLY ON BASIS OF 
INTERVIEW, WHICH REPORTS INTENTION OF SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
MANUEL FRAGA IRIBARNE TO RETURN TO SPAIN IN LATE SUMMER 
BECAUSE OF "AN ACCELERATING SENSE OF CHANGE" IN SPAIN. 

2. SPANIER REPORTS THAT FRAGA IS ONE OF STRONGEST CON- 
TENDERS FOR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IN NEW ERA SPAIN IS 
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Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



MITTED FOR POLITICAL REFORMS EARLIER THIS YEAR WHICH WERE 
BASED ON UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE AND FREEDOM FOR TRADE UNIONS UNDER JUAN CARLOS 
MONARCHY. SINCE THE SPANISH "ESTABLISHMENT" FELT HIS 
PROPOSALS WERE TOO RADICAL, THEY WERE SHELVED FOR A TIME. 
FRAGA COMMENTED, HOWEVER, "THERE IS NO TIME LEFT FOR EVO- 
LUTION. THE HOUR OF REFORM IS HERE AND NOW." 

3. SPANIER POINTS OUT THAT FRAGA HAS CERTAIN ADVANTAGES 
IN NEW LEADERSHIP COMPETITION. HIS SIMPLE ORIGINS GIVE 
HIM UNDERSTANDING OF PEOPLE AND A COMMON TOUCH. HIS 
ACADEMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS, WHICH SPANIER OUTLINES, GIVE 
HIM STANDING AMONG INTELLECTUALS. SPANIER NOTES THAT 
FRAGA IS SOMETIMES ACCUSED OF ARROGANCE AND IMPATIENCE 
AND UNDOUBTEDLY HAS ENEMIES. HOWEVER, FRAGA IS READY, 
ACCORDING TO THE CORRESPONDENT, FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE 
POLITICAL CHANGES UPCOMING IN SPAIN. 

RICHARDSON 
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